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PHE Nature of a Rape is fo | 

2N T very perplex'd, and the per- 
petration of it on Adult Per- 

ANDES {ons ſo very difficult, that e 

requires ſomething of an implicit ge 

lief to be credited; however, ſince ou 

Laws enjoin thoſe that ſit in Judgment 

in ſuch Caſes, to make their Determi- 


nations ſuitable to the Oaths given in 
| A 2 before 


1 - 
before them, and the Verdi& of the 
Jury, and we have frequent Inſtances *# 
of Perſons lying under Sentence of |F 
Death for theſe Crimes, it may not be 
improper to ſubmit an Account of as 
Black a Contrivance, as ever was ſet on 
Foot, againſt the Life of a Gentleman 
ſprung from as good Blood as any in 
Scotland, to the Readers Peruſal, under 
Pretence of His endeavouring ſingly by 
Force to violate the Chaſtity of a Wo- 
man, whoſe Inclinations to Acts of 
Lewdneſs for ſome Years before, had 
= , - made her incapable of any Struggles 
= in Defence of her good Name or Re- 
putation. V 
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There are few or none who are conver- 

ſant in the Hiſtory of the laſt Century, 
and the Progreſs that has been made in 

this, but muſt know, that the Earl of 

Perth, the Gentleman's Father, that 

give Being to the enſuing Relation, and 

his Brother the Earl of Melfort, fol- 

low d the Fortunes of the late Unhap- 

py King James II. into France, where 


they 
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| they livd in Exile with that Prince, 
while this Lord Joby Drummond. came 

into England as a Sojourner; and ano- 

ther of the ſame Name, Son to the 

laſt of the Two Earls abovemention'd, 

who iso with the Rebels under the tu., 
Earl of Mar, took up his _ in Hale. 
' de / 


As it 1s uſual with Perſons of Rank 4 
and Condition to indulge their Plea. 7 
ſure, ſo this Lord John, tho otherwiſe” | 
a moſt accompliſh'd Nobleman, could = 
not take upon him to be free from all 
Vicious Inclination to the Fair Sex, but 


1. gave way to his Paſſions of that Kind 4 
y, {ometimes. Amongſt others whom ne 
in diſpens'd His Favours to, one Elizabeth ** 

of Gallway, a Town Lady, long conver- 

at ſant with the Arts and Myſteries of 

id | Luſt, that are reveaPd in a more eſpe- 

l. cial Manner to the Night-walkers of . 4 
p- the Hundreds of DRURY, had the 4 
re Honour to be diſtioguiſh'd by His. 


Lordi s Familiarity, who took her 


| be. to be an Unfortiinate Orphan as ſue 


> 
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profeſs' d her ſelf, and flung upon the 

World as a Rent Charge upon Provi- 
dence, and therefore pay'd her ſeveral 
Viſits in the Beginning of the Year 


1714 in Order to her Relief; but dif 2 
continued His Addreſſes upon Notice, 


that he was deceiv'd in her Character, 
and that ſhe had followed the Sin of 
Uncleanneſs in a very publick Manner 
for a long Time, ſhe being in the Four 
and Twentieth Year of her Age. 


Hereupon what does Madam, but to - 


be reveng'd on her fugitive Cully, and 
to ſqueeze Money out of His Lordſhip 
- Who had not had Converſation with 


her for Nine Months, and of Con- 
ſequence could not be Father of the 


Child ſhe either went or pretended to 
g0 with, but cauſed him to be taken 
and bound in Sureties upon Oath for the 
Maintainance of a Babe, who, when- 
ever it ſhould come into the World, 
would diſcover it ſelf rather to be ne 
. Off. 
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Off- ſpring of ſome Foot Soldier, or At- 
torney's Clerk, than a Man of the firſt 
Quality: Nor could the Juſtice of the 
Peace before whom His Lordſhip ap- 
pear'd, do otherwiſe than Oblige Him, 
as the Law directs, to indemnify the 
Pariſh, who muſt have been at the 
Charge of maintaining the Brat with- 
ont the Knowledge of a ſuppos'd or 
real Father. His Lordſhip therefore 
acquieſc'd in the Deciſion of the Ma- 
giſtrate; but being given to underſtand 
that He might have her committed to 3 
Bridewell, there'to be diſcharg'd of her J 
Burthen, was urgent with the Juſtice 

to make her Mittimus for that End, 

which was readily comply'd with. 


Trick for Trick being thus play'd, 
and the Huzzy left in Durance to rack 
her Invention for Expedients by way of 
Retaliation, His Lordſhip thought no 
more of her, but employ'd Himſelf in 1 
purſuit of nobler Speculations, than 4 
thoſe that ariſe from ſuch W 


Objects; when Madam, who had gone 


(3) 
the Time of Child bearing out in Bride- 
well, without any diſcovery of the Fruits. 
of Pregnancy, was diſcharg'd from her 
Confinement, after ſhe had ſmarted 
ſeveral Times very ſeverely under the 
Lafh, leaſt the Venereal Diſtemper 


wherewith ſhe was greivouſly afflicted, 
ſhould prove Contagious in the Priſon, 


and diſperſe it ſelf thro' the Means of 
her communicating Faculties to others 
therein. | 


Thus was this Maſterpiece of In- 
continency at Liberty once more to 


ſhew her ſelf a true Woman, by gi- 


ving a Looſe to her Thirſt of Revenge, 


which ſhe now levelPd againſt His 


Life inſtead of His Pocket; for nothing 


elſe but His Lordſhip's Blood would 


fatisfy her. - Accordingly having .heard 


of the Succeſs which an Infamous Wo- 
man called Mary May had againſt Cap. 


tain Leeſon, in bringing him under Sen- 
tence of Death by ſwearing a Rape 
| againſt 
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the fame Meaſures, and having obtain'd 
a Warrant froma certain Juſtice of 'the 


Peace, who was very ready out of his 


Zeal for the Cauſe, to grant one againſt 
the Son of a Lord who was avowedly 
in the Intereſt of the Pope, and the 
Pretender, ſhe ſerv'd it by a Conſtable 
on His Lordſhip as he was coming out 
of His Lodgings on the 18th Day of 
May 1715. SE 


Thereupon His Lordſhip was carry'd 
before a Triumvirate of Juſtices of the 
Peace then fitting in Covent. Garden 


Church-Veſtry, (viz.) Mr. Con, Mr. 
Saintloe, and Mr. Levigne, who upon 
Hearing the Woman's Depoſition upon 


Oath, which was, That the Lord John 
. Drummond enter'd her Body per Force, 
while ſhe was in her Bed-Chamber in 
ſo deep « Sleep, that ſhe made no Man- 
ner of Reſiſtance, and did not ſo much 
as cry out upon it; and upon Mature 
Conſideration, that His Lordſhip wm 

needs 


againſt him, ſhe reſolved upon taking 
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needs be a Papiſt, or at leaſt a High- 
flyer, and Diſaffected tothe Government, 
committed him to Newgate on the Day 7 
_ abovemention'd, tho? Bail was ready to 
enter into Recognizances for his forth 
coming at the approaching Seſſion. 
There he lay in the R for 
four or five Days, till He could move 
the Honourable Court of King s-bench 
for admiſſion to Bail, which being 
granted by the Lord Chief Juſtice 
Parker and the reſt of his Brethren, He 
was brought on Monday the 23d of the 
fame Month to that Bar, where ſuch 
Affidavits were produc'd againſt the * 
profligate Wretch His Accuſer, as ſuf- | 
ficiently made appear, notwithſtanding 
the three Juſtices above would have it 
otherwiſe, that His Caſe was not only *? 

Bailable, but very Hard. 


Nor had the Grand Jury of Middle- 
ſex, when it came before them at the 
following Seſſion of Oyer and Terminer, 
a leſs favourable Opinion of it; ſince 


they 
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_ 'Fthey not only brought in the Bill Jenora- 
mus. But His Lordſhip after His Ac- 
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 Yquitment in open Court, where Eliza- + 
ſbeth Gallway appear'd with an impudent 
Aſſurance of Convicting Him, was 
 Forder'd a Copy of His Commitment w 
by the Court, that he might do 

Himſelf Juſtice for the Injury He had 
ſuffer'd by falſe Impriſoament, and the 4 
Blemiſh of His Reputation. k 


The fame Week another welkpra- 
ctis'd Lady of the ſame Religious Hun- 
dreds of DRURY, likewiſe endeavour'd 
to do the ſame Thing by another Man 
_ Rof Quality, whom we have not the 
Liberty ro Name, and who coming 
Finto one of their Houſes of Reſort, 
was cajoald up Stairs, where he was 
Ino ſooner enter'd, but Madam lock'd 
Athe Door and flung the Key under 
the Bed; after which ſhe very acri- 
moniouſly fell a tearing the Gentleman's 
Feruke, ſcratching his Face, and ery- 
Ing out, 4 Rape, 4 Rape ! which 2 
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" ſome Bullies, planted below Stairs for 
that Purpoſe, break open the Door to 
fieze the imaginary Raviſher ; but he 
eſcaped from them at the Price of a 
very good Hat and Peruke, which he | 


was forc'd to leave behind him in the 
Hurry. Pol 
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O prevent falſe . Sug--- 
geſtions, it is thought 
fit to give the Rea- 


der an Account, that nothing 
is intended in the following 
OAS RE, to caſt the leaſt 
Aſperſion upon the Honour- 
able Bench, to whom Mr. 

A LEESON:: 


LE ESO N owns himſelf ve- 
ry much obliged for hearing rY: 
him with the greateſt Candour = 
ans Impartiality. nag Wl 


As to the Jury, he leaves 
| them to Publick Cenſure, and 
ſubmits himſelf to the Judg- | 
ment of all Gentlemen and 
others, from whom he pro- 
miſeth himſelf a more fayour- 
_ ener 5 
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Capt. Leeſon, &. 
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Fare HO His Majeſty's moſt 
E@HNSY: gracions Reprieve, inorder 
HS 1] H*'to a Pardon, might be 
thought ſufficient to vindi- 
N e N Cate Mr. Leeſon's Innocence 
| of the Crime he has been 
Sentenced to Death for; and it is not to 
e imagin'd, that if he had been repre* 

1 5 B ſenteg 
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"ſented Guilty of it to that moſt excellent 


Prince, and his Wiſe and Impartial Coun- 


eil, the Execution of that Sentence wou'd 


have been remitted him; yet there is 
Juch a neceſlity of clearing up his Gha- 
raQer from the foul Aſperſions that have 
been, and will continue, withoutſodoing, 7 
to be caſt upon him, that it is thought 
highly proper to ſet this pretended Rape | 
in a true Light, and to make appear, 
that, notwithſtanding the Gentlemen of 


the Jury, whoſe Names hall be hereafter 
 mention'd in due order, were pleaſed to 
give their Verdict againſt him, he was 
ſo far from committing the Fact which 
he ſtands convicted of, that he never 
 offter'd any Violence directly or indirect- 
ly to the forſworn Woman, that has en- 
deavonr'd to take awayhis Life; -vpon no 
other Grounds but becauſe he did not. 


Not that hewould hereby be miſunder- 
ſtood, or in the leaſt ſuſpected to Ar- 


raign the Juſtice of the Court, where 


he had for his judges four very excellent 
Perſons, the Lord Chief Juſtice Parker, 


Mr. Juſtice Blencoe, and Mr. Baron Bury, | 

with the very Worſhipful the Recorder 

of London, Mr: Thompſon, 3 | 
| >> Ve | 
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„ 
Jave in Eſteem and Reverence, for the 
| Favour he did him in his Report to the 
# King and Council, but would give his 
Friends to underſtand, that tho' he is 
ſo unhappy as to appear a very great 
Criminal in the Eye of the Law, that 


he is not to be judg'd as ſuch in the Eye 
of God, to whom he Appeals, as the 


ſearcher of Hearts, for a Proof of his: 
Innocence in that particular, for which 


be has been Condemu'd. at an Farthly 
# Tribunal DUE; ©; Te 


Hei is ſenſible of, and ſhan ever ac. 
knowledge with the utmoſt Gratitude, 
the readineſs of the Bench. to give Ear 


to any thing alledged ia his Juſtification, - 
and holds himſelf obliged to ſay, That 
no Man would have had a fairer Tryal, 
had the jury been as much inclined to 


believe: him Guiltleſs, as thoſe, before 
whom they brought him in quite other- 


wiſe, - Bow well they deferved to be 
of an Inqueſt in Matters of Life and 
Death, may be known from the Words 


of one of them, who being ask'd after 


the Delivery of the Verdict, Why he 


did not rather chuſe to ſtarve the reſt 


| of ms Brethren into more equitable Sen- 
* timents, 


1 
| 
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timents, than to give his Agreement to 
it? Reply'd with an Air of adifferences | 


He did not think it worth while to differ in 
Opinion with them, becauſe be knew the Gen- 


tleman had ſuch Intereſt at Court, that he 
would not die for it, For which the Cap. 
tain owes him no Thanks, ſince he did 


all that in him lay to make a forfeit of |! 
his Life, which had moſt aſſuredly been 
loſt, had his Majeſty had as little Pene- 
tration and Mercy in ſearching into the 
Merits of the Cauſe, as that inconſide- 
rate Jury-· man, whom he is very ready 
to forgire, having ſo learn'd from his 

ucation, as a Chriſtian, a Gentleman, 
and a Scholar, notwithſtanding he went 
into ſuch Meaſures as might have put 


him 4 out of the reach of Forgivensſs.. 


"a much has been 3 "fit. to 45 | 
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premiſed by way of Introduction; let us 


now come into the recital of the Face 
for which Mr. Leeſon was Indicted and 
In order to give the Rea- 
hich: | 
rting 
the very Words of the Seſſions Paper, as: | 


found Guilty: 
der a fair and full account thereof, 
cannot be better done, than by i 


far as it relates to him; and afterwards, 
by . ſuch ring upon on Evi- 
ence 


4 . Y 
dence againſt him, as may ſhew the 
falſebood of every Particular that has 
been Swarn againſt him. The Seſſion⸗ 
Paper ſays, That Fugb Leeſon (without 
giving him the Title of a Gentleman, tho 
© known to be an Officer in the Army) and 
Sarah Blandford of the Pariſh of St. 
© Martins in the Fields, were Indicted, he 
© for committing a Rape upon the Body 
* of Mary, the Wife of Richard May, ſhe - 
© as Acceſlary, Aiding and Abetting to 
the ſame, on the 8th of April laſt:. 
; Mrs. May ſwore, That her Husband 
F bad been Arreſted by one- Exton a 
IS 7 © Bailiff, and kept in his Spunging Houſe 
nz 7 © till he had made up his Buſinefs ; which 
nt Y © having done, as they were going along 
ut the street together a few days after, 
8 © while ſhe ſtood talking with a Friend, 
bh b her Husband was gone; and ſhe having 
© # © been inform'd by Exton, that there 
2 was another Action againſt bim, went 
0 1 to his Houſe, and ask'd if he was 
i $ brought there, which they denying, 
ch Ine deſired to ſee their Priſon Rooms; 
MN 7 *© and accordingly, that Blandford, whoſe 
5 $3 © Husband is Extor's Follower, went up 
*" | © along with her, and Leeſon, who lodges. 
85 in the Houſe, would go with them. Ha. 
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20 know if there was not another, 


which Blandford ſhew'd her, and as 
© ſoon as Leeſon and ſhe were in toge- 
©ither, faſten d the Door, and went away 
laughing. As ſoon as ſhe was gone, 
* Leeſon flung her upon the Bed, and 
* clapping one Hand upon her Mouth, 
* endeavour'd to force himſelf between 
her Legs, which not being able to do, 
* he tooꝶ his Hand from thence, and put- 
*. ting both his Hands to her Privy Parts 
* behind, did by force enter, and had 
* Carnal Knowledge of: her Body, ſhe 
crying out al the while, but no Body 
*- coming to her aſſiſtance till-it was over, 
Wen Blandford-open'd the Door laugh- 
ing, and ſaid, Captain, you are a Man | 
& Midwife, I hnpe you have groped her well; 
come, come, Mrs. May, the Captain is 4 
6 handſome Man and your are. a pretty Mo- 
man, and I hope have got a pretty Child. 
That then ſhe went down and com- 
& plained of the Injury done her, and (6- 
„Went Home, where ſhe told how ſhe 
had been uſed; She produc'd a Witneſs, 
© who declared, that when ſhe came 
Home, ſhe told her, that ſhe was un- 
done for ever, and receiy d damage 5 
n E ner. 


ving ſeen a Room or two, ſhe deſired WÞ- 


—_——— 
her private Parts; and that ſhe ma- 
king InſpeQion, found a Scratch, and. 
the Parts ſomewhat red, as if Violence 


| ; had been us d. Her Mother depoſed* 


to the ſame purpoſe; and a Surgeon 
„ ſwore, that there was a Scratch and a 
ſort of an Inflamation in thoſe Parts. 
Leeſan in his Defence ſaid, That he 
had never ſeen Mrs. May in his Life be- 
fore; and that when he went up Stairs 
with her, it was at her own Requeſt: 
And to prove this, he brought ſeveral” 
7 ©-Witneſſes, who fwore ſhe thruſt her- 
3 < ſelf into his Company, and would not 
be quiet till he went up Stairs with 
her; and when he had been up once, 
© ſhe told him, ſhe believed he was no 
Man, for if he had, he would have 
given her ſomething, and therefore ſnhe 
8 © long'd-to go with him again, and in a 
manner, forced him: to go; and one 
*-ſwore ſhe heard her ſay, Come, Captain, 
6 they [ay yen ere a Man Midwiſe, pray 
feel my Belly; after which, when they 
© came” down Stairs; ſhe fat in his Lap; 
© kiſs'd:him, and was ſo very fond, that 
he grew uneaſy and would be gone; 
and. that ſhe ſeeing him going, would 
*-g0 along with him, and he. could 1 

. De 
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Tippe tid of her. There were two Mid- 5 
© wives ſwore ſhe had no Damage that 
©. they could perceive; and a: Surgeon 
< depoſed, that ſhe did not ſeem to have 
© any Damage by a Force, but upon 
© ſearch he found her to be Clap'd; and 
© upon ſearching Zee/on, which he had 
< done twice ſince, he found him very 
© Sound. There were other Witneſſes, 
© who ſaid ſhe was a Woman of a Scan- 
*- dalous. Life, and one Swore he heard 
© her Hosband tax her with Clapping 
© him. Fe then brought ſeveral Gentle- 
men who gave him a very good Cha- 
© raQter, as to his Behaviour in Dublin 
© College, in the Army, and elſewhere. 
© Blandford had alſo ſome, who gave her 
* good Character. After all which were 
© heard, May called Witneſs to her Re- | 
* putation, who gave her the Character 
© of a very Induſtrious, Honeſt Woman, 
* among{t whom was a Miniſter, Who 


© Marry'd her to her Husband about 


Eight years ago, had adminiſter'd the 
* Sacrament to her, and heard among her 
* Neighbours, that ſhe lived a very Ho-—- 
* neſt, Regular Life. The jury conſi- 
* dering the Matter found both the Pri- 
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- So that the Witneſſes on the fide of 
the Perſons accuſed, notwithſtanding 
they had good Characters given of them 
likewiſe, were of no manner of uſe to 
them, and might as well have ſtayd a- 
way as appear'd in Court, as this Ver- 
diet implies ; tho' there are no Objecti- 
ons raiſed here againſt the Credibility of 
their reſpective Evidences, not ſo much 
as thoſe who came in behalf of the Wo- 
man, much leſs againſt thoſe worthy 
Gentlemen, who were all of them Men 
of Honour and Figure, and could not be 
induced to ſpeak any thing contrary to 
their Knowledge upon any Conſideration 
whatſoever. 5 | 


We are now come to the ſecond thing 
propoſed, which is, To make Remarks 
upon the Evidence given againſt the Cap» 
tain and the other, which we ſhall not 
find brought by any Perſons of Condition 
or Fortune, but Women of very ſus 
ſpected Characters, as Mrs. Mays Mo- 
ther, whoſe Employ it is to keep a Houſe 
for fluxing looſe People in Veneral Di. 
ſtempers, and has practis'd upon her own 
Daughter on the ſame Account; Hannah 
Macune, a Shrew that has been Sentenc'd 
| , to 


(10 
to ſtand in a White Sheet for a common 
Diſturber of her Neighbours in Picca- 
dilly ; and one Bryard, an old Roman Ca- 
tholick Matron in Bedfordbury by Covent 


 Garaen, whoſe Husband is a Journeyman 


Shoe-maker, and conſequently entitles 
her to an unqueſtionable Reputation, 
tho? all ſhe could alledge in Juſtification 
of May's Character, that ſhe knew her 
to be a very quiet, orderly Woman when 
ſhe lived in her Neighbourhood, and 
that was Seven Years ago, when ſhe had 
been Marry'd but one Lear, and in all 
probability, had not that Reliſtr for bad 
Company, which ſomething more than 
common Report proves her to have ſince 
had; nor is Mr. Perry the Clergyman's 


Teſtimony (with all deference to the 


Sacred Habit) what ſoever Influence it had 
upon the jury, ſufficient: to abſolve her of 
her ſcandalous Life, ſhe might receive the 
Sacrament as ſhe did, in order to put a 
better gloſs upon her Actions; might 
frequent the Church fometimes, which 
ſhe did in purſuance of her Mother's Oc- 
cupation, to. bring Bills thither at the 
Deſire of fnch: Patients as were at the- 
laſt Extremity ; and might have ſeveral: 
Neighbours to atteſt for. her W 
52 and 
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( 11 ) | 
and yet all this while be guilty of many 
vicious Actions. The moſt abandon'd 
Proſtitute may have theſe things to 
plead in Bar of publick Cenſure; and 
there are few or none of the worſt ſort 
of Women, but on occaſion, can bring 
ſome Neighbours or other, whom Friend- 
ſhip, and paſt good Offices incline to 
ſpeak well of them, tho' the Credit of 
Affidavit makers ought to be Weigh'd in 
Ballance againſt the Atteſtations of their 
Accuſers. Had this been thoroughly 
done in her Caſe, Mr. Leeſon is apt to 
believe a more favourable Verdict would 
have been brought in at his; and the 
Oath of two Midwives and a Surgeon, 
would have been accounted more Valid, 
than that of an Infamous Woman, back d 
by thoſe of others of the ſame Character. 


That Mrs. May was Clapp'd, and Mr. 
Leeſon not, appears by the Depoſition of 
a very able Surgeon who Search'd both: 
Now that the one ſhould be Diſeas'd and 
the other Sound, after they had Carnal 
Knowledge of each other, is ſuch a Pa- 
radox no Man living can Explain, ſince 
the Nature of that Diſtemper is ſuch, as 
to. communicate its Contagion in all _ 

0 


( 12 ) 
of Copulation, which the Captain is ſo 
far from having had with her, as to de- 
clare, that inſtead of knowing her after 
The manner of Women, he knows not 
to this very Hour whether ſhe be a Man 
or Woman; tho' he muſt do her the 
Jaſtice to acknowledge it to be none of 
her own Fault that he does not, ſince he 
had Invitations enough would he have 
complied with them. In Proof of her 
addiction to ſuch Venereal Engagements, 
and her Solicitations to enter into them 
with others beſides him; ſhe is hereby 
put in Mind of young Mr. Cheesbrook, Son 
to him that keeps a great Inn near Hyde 
Park Corner, whom ſhe has not only been 
very often Drunk with; but one Even. 
ing in particular, as they were taking 
a Walk together, he importun'd her to 
give her Husband the flip, that he and 
ſhe might lie together; accordingly they 
two did outwalk Mr. May, who upon 
finding them together at the 7 Tavern 
near St. amess Market, ſaid; Jou Bitch 
what wil you always be Bitching? And 
had for Anſwer, Ton Pocky Dog get you 
about your Buſineſs. Upon which the poor 
Man replied; / I am Pox'd, you Pox'd mes 


and was bid to quit the Room by ber, 


with 


; (13) 
with Go you Cuckotdly Rogue, are not you 
aſbam' d to expoſe your ſelf after this man- 
be er? . 15 2 t 1 TE" 
7 EM JEMSY YA 550153 1TD n 
Having given the Reader aTaſte of this 
Woman's Virtues, and ſome inſight in- 
to the Characters of the Witneſſes that 
appeared in Juſtification of her honeſt 
and regular Life, amongſt whom it is 
to be obſery'd, that the Miniſter who 
Married her, and is only Reader to Dr. 
Clark, gives bis Evidence by hearſay. 
Proceed we in the next place, to other 
Circumſtances, that will plainly make 
appear, that if ſne was known Carnally, 
wich the Perſon condemn'd altogether 
denies, that knowledge muſt have been 
obtain'd by her own Conſent, and not 
by Force: Can any Man or Woman of 
tolerable Underſtanding be induced to 
believe, that a little Man as the Captain 
is, not above Five Foot Six Inches in 
heigth, could ſo manage a Woman of no 
mall Size, and of Thirty five Vears of 
Age, as by putting both his Hands to her 
Privy Parts behind, to enter her Body with- 
out her Concurrence, ſince her Hands 
were left entirely at her Liberty to 
make Reſiſtance, as her Mouth was to 
> C | cry 


1 ; 
cry out,” had ſhe thought fit to give it 
that Employment? And it is very natu- ( 
ral for her Sex to exert themſelves in I 
their own Defence when Violence is done c 
contrary.-to: their Inclinations, and to c 
leave ſome Marks of their Diſpleaſare 0 
upon the Perſons that Attack them b7ß 1 
| Scratches, Fc. Rut here was no other 
a 
| 
( 
| 
q 
t 


is 


Token of her being any ways enraged 
with the Captain, than her Deriſion of 
him, for not being a Man, and not giving 
her ſomething when up Stairs with her; not 
ſo much as the leaſt- diſorder or ruffle in 
his Wig or Cravat upon his coming 
down again to Mrs. Exton, inſomuch, 
that it is given upon Oath, That ſhe ſate 
in his. Lap, kiſs d him, and was very fond 
F lim afterwardt, to ſush a Degree as to 
. make Ar. Leeſon uncaſy, and to quit the 
Rom. After ſne had given him Invita- f 
tions to feel her Belly in the Bed Cham- 
ber, which was ſo far from having a Lock 
or Staple to it, that during the time of 
his lying in it, it never had any thing 
like it, and of conſequence could. not be 
-, faſten'd, as alledged in Print; nor tho” 
Blandford might leave them together, is 
the Act of Uncleaneſs ſaid to be com- 
mit ted during her Abſence, the 1 
2 Ne 
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Conſequence of it, notwithſtanding ſhe 
might ſuppoſe ſomething more than-or- 
dinary done, and that he had laid hold 
of the opportunity that was given him 
of ſatiating her Luſt, which ſhe gave 
pregnant Proofs by her Deſires to have 
him feel her Belly, and might on that 
account ſay, Captain, you are a Man Mid. 
wife, 1 hape yon have, &c. as in the Print- 
ed Tryal; becauſe a Man and a Women 
may be in a Room together longer than 
two Minutes, which was the utmoſt of 
the time they were left, the Miſtreſs, of 


the Houſe being uneaſy that they were 
at all ſo left, and yet have no ſuch Deal- 


ing together; and there was not one 
Perſon in the Houſe that heard Mrs. May 
cry out, which they would, had ſhe dane 
it as ſhe ſwears ſhe did, there being ſe- 
veral beſides Blard'ord or her Miſtreſs. 


Thus far it has been thought to go by 
way of Obſervation oa the Relations ia 
Print concerning Mr. Leeſon, and the 
Crime he and the Perſon Convicted with . 
him have been brought in Guilty of3jwe 


_ ſhall now give the Detail of what was 


ſpoken by him in his Defence, after he 
had produced abundance of Men of Qya- 
| lity, 


5 (16) 
lity, end Gentlemen of Condition and 
Eetters, who were well acquainted with | 

his manner of Behaviour in the Army, 
the Univerſity, and elſewhere. He told 


the Gentlemen of the fury, That he 
hoped that there was little need of ſay- 


jng much to them, after the Evidence 
© he had procur d to invalidate the Te- 


I ſtimonies which had been brovght on 


the part of the Proſecutor, had been 


ſo füll and ample, and doubted not 


but they would be pleas'd to diſtin» 


guiſh between the Perſons that had ap- 


pear'd in his Behalf, | and thoſe wo 


and declar d, that had he been prone 


— 


tame into the Court in Vindication of 


the Accuſer, ſince there was, a valt 


difference between their ref pective 
Characters ; and it was one thing to 
© have undeniable Proofs brought in a- 
« gaiift: one by ondeniable Witneſſes of 
a continued purſuit of Evil Courſes in 
Da Libidinous'way of Life, and another 


to have his Conduct atteſted almoſt 


© from his Cradle to'that very time, to 
che "Honourable and Praiſe - worthy : 
$:To:which' Mr. Leeſon added, That he 
thank d God bis Inclinations had little 
<'of no bent to the Sin of Uncleanneſs, 


"© 
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© to it, the Woman, whom he ſtood in 
Judgment there for committing a Rape 
„ upon, would have been th: laſt in his 
Thoughts, as being old and diſagreeable, 
and no way capable of exciting any thing 
* like deſire of Enjoyment in a Man, who 
he might, without Vanity ſay, had in his 
Power to make Application, and not 
* without Succeſs, to thoſe of her Sex 
© that were more amiable and engaging... 


& . He further urged, that could he 


© have been prevail'd with to part with a 
* Sum of Money to ſtifle the Proſecution, 
© -he had never been brought to that Bar 
© in the quality of a Raviſher. and De- 

© -florer of Innocent Women; and 


that even that Conſideration might be 


Jof weight with them in whoſe Hands 
his Continnance in this World or his 
Departure from it was wholly placed, 


* ſiace Judgment was to be given by the 
Court according to their Determinati- :- 


* 


= | 
7, Ole... 


After which he ſumnyd up the Evi- 


* dence which had been given for, and 

© againſt him, and. very ſuccinQly- ; 

. Charg'd his a; Aa every parti 
; 'G:Z3-. 
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© cular that had been offer'd for, and. 
© againſt him, inſiſting very much on. 

what had been alledged in reference. 
to the Proſecutor and her Mother, de- 
firing them to look well upof the firſt, 
and conſider with themſelves, whe- 
ther one of his Stature and inconfide- 
rate Appearance, was fit for ſuch an 

act of Violence and Strength, as the 
© Raviſhmenr of © Robuſt and Sangume 
© a Woman as ſhe was, that had given 
© Evidence before, whom it was a very 
great Queſtion, if one of twice the 
© Strength as he was endued with, could 
* Maſter, after the way ſhe made men- 


: 
* 
— 
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tion of? 


Then he cencluded by telling the 
Court, he would act with the greateſt IG 
© Ingenuity, in laying the Truth of the 
© whole Procedure between him and the : 
* Woman, and would take. up no more e 
© of their time, than what was neceſſa 0 
© for it'to be done in: The Sum and 
* Subſtance of which Confeſſion was, 
© That he had been a Priſoner at Extens BW © 
© the Bailiff's, where the Fact was ſaid , 
to be committed, for ſome time in an i 
& AQion of Debt, and tho? —_- FF: 


(9) 
of it, by making Satisfaction with his 
W Creditor, continued to lie there till 
he had made Exton the amends he 
deſign'd him, for uncommon Civilities 
of. Men of his Profeſſion : That while 
he was there, this Woman's Husband - 
© had been likewiſe in Cuſtody: at the 
© fame Houſe, which ſhe-frequented du- 
ring his Abode there whereby ſhe con- 
tracted a fort of - Acquaintance with 
© the - Maſter: and Miſtreſs of it, and 
„came as he was told, for he never 
© exchang'd one Word with her before 
the Sth of*:4pril laſt paſt, the Day 
© mention'd in the Ind ictment; that up- 
on that Day the Proſecutor came, and 
w ſeeing him below Stairs, deſired him 
5 to treat her, which he readily did 
with what the Houſe afforded. Here- 
upon ſhe ſtruck into his Acquaintance 
© with a very good Aſſurance, which 
© ſhe was in no ſort. of want of, and was 
© for -ſeeing the Rooms above, which 
* Blandford was order'd to ſhew her; but 
© ſhe laid the Captain ſhould go up with 
© them, and was very importunate with 
him to do ſo, telling him, That ſure 
© he was not afraid to venture himſelf 
with a Woman. That hereupon. 2 


© did go up with ber, where: all that 
paſs d between them was a bare ſalute, | 
* which he then could have wiſh' d he 
*: had not taken from her, it being none 
of the beſt ſavour'd on her part, but 
*. very noiſom: That upon her rallying 
bim for being #o Man, as had been a- 
<. yerr'd before, he was perſwaded to go 
< up Stairs with her once more, when 
<.ſhe went into the Chamber he lay in, 
£ and ſetting. down upon his Bed, with 
Jus very impudent Air, that ſhock' d him 
very much, and cauſed Blaydford to go 
out of the Room, cry'd, Captain, 1 
hear | you. are. an excellent Man Midmife, 
© pray feel my Belly, which very much 
F added to Mr, Leeſans ſurprize, i who | 
4 <.could_ not but bluſh for her: :: That 
E |. ©. Blandford was not abſent two Minutes, 
E © but came up again from her Mi- 
L  *©-{treſs, who was Angry with her for 
leaving them together, where they 
did nothing further, but at her Re- 
I queſt, agreed to meet at the Standard 
Jagern the next Morning z That at 
their return to the Company below, 
* ſhe ſhew'd no Tokens of Diſcontent 
* or Concern for any thing like ill uſage 
| * above, where there was neither Lock 
E | «ow © | nor 
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nor Bolt to the Chamber in which ſhe 

ſate upon the Bed; and that while ſhe 

continued there, ſhe did not only fit 

in his Lap, kiſs him, and play with his 
Neckcloth and Peruke; hut upon his 


uneaſineſs for her ſo doing, and offer- 
ing to quit the Company, which he, 
to be rid of her actually did, endea- 
rour'd to follow him; that upon his 
not meeting her at the Hour appoint- 
ed and Tavern before mention'd, ſne 
grew. incens d,, and took a Reſolu- 
tion of forming that horrid Deſign: ar 
gainſt his Life, which ſhe. bad then pu 

in Execution; and by the Advice 0 

her Mother and other. Perfons of the. 


Mr. Juſtice St. Loe, which was ſerved 
upon him by one Seager ſoon after; 
©: Whereupon he was bound over to ap- 
pear at that Bar, where he was then 
under Proſecution for. his Life, that 
very worthy Magiſtrate, being at the 
very time he took the Recognizance, 
induced to believe the Innocence of 
the accuſed, from the unparelled 
Aſſurance ſhe that pretended to 3 
in the 


Rape committed on her, ſhew'd 5 
| "0 : rect: 
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© recital of it, which he had Reaſon to 
© hope would have the ſame Effect upon 


© the jury, before whom ſhe had given 
c the like Proofs of want of all Mode- 
- ty and Shame. 5 


But the Jury had other Sentiments, 
and choſe rather to give Credit to 
the Accuſers than the Perſons accuſed 3 
ſo that notwithſtanding the Bench, 
whoſe . Candid and Impartial way of 
Procedure, ſhall always be had in grate- 
fol Remembrance by the Captain and 
the poor Woman, whom the Verdict 
was brought in againſt, did ever 

thing that became Gentlemen to whole 


high Station it belong'd to weigh and | 
pteponderate what had been alledged 


for, and againſt the Priſoner at the 


Bar, by a very fair Repreſentation of 


all the Particulars of the Tryal. How 
eyer they were brought in Guilty 


of the ladictment, and were doom'd 


to ſuffer” Death as in the like Ca- 
Pital Caſes, 3» 


What 
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What reſts upon the Captain after 


this Treatment, which he ſhall not call 
hard, in reſpe& to the Judges who 


were under a neceſſity of abiding by 
the Verdict given into Court by Men 
that were upon their Oaths to do 
Juſtice; nor in reſpect to tlie Jury, who 
he hopes went according to the Dictates 
of their Conſciences, whatſoever has 
been ſaid of one of them in the fore- 
going Relation, is in the laſt place, 
(after giving the World to underſtand) 
that the Complainant herſelf, the wick- 


ed Woman, for the Rape of whoſe Cha- 
ſtity he ſtands convicted, deſired the 
Jurors to bring in a favourable Verdict 
relating to him, and {only to find Bland- 


ford Guilty, whom ſhe had an irrecon- 


cilable intereſt againſt ; and when Sen- 


tence was paſs'd upon them, ſent to let 
him know ſhe would beg his Life for a 
Premium of Fifty Pound, to Appeal to 
his Friends that have had any knowlege 
of him during his being a Man of 'any 
Converſation in the World, whether 
they have ever found any Tendency 


in him, towards ſuch a Beaſtly and 


Ungentleman-like Action as this, of 
ä Which 


( wy 
Which he has been MP? and Con- 


vitted, aud muſt have ſuffer'd Death for, 


as the worſt of Qriminals, had not his 
Majeſty's moſt gracious Clemency put 
a ſtop to it, through the kind Officcs 
of thoſe who thought him not unwor- 
thy of the Royal Clemency, . taterpos'd 
in Arreſt of Execution: And ſince he 
has the Honour to be nearly related to 
Perſons of good Condition, not only in 
the Kingdom of Veland, "bur in this, 
where it is his Nlisfortune and Unhap- 
pineſi, after a Behaviour in the Univer- 
ity and in the Army, which has been fo 
well atteſted at his Tryal, as to chal- 
. [lenge the Gainſaying of his moſt inve- 
_terate Enemies, who may give into a 
belief of hie Guilt, from the Honour 
and Regard to Truth, which is gene- 
rally profeſs'd by Engliſh Juries, he has 
held bimſelf under the neceſſity of fet- 
ting forth his Innocence, by declaring 
what has been related in a true State of 
his Caſe. 


He little thought that there ohn be 
in Being, ſuch a Monſter of a Woman, 
. for whole Sex he has always Profeß d 

the 
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the higheſt Regard, excluſive of auy 
Vicious Conſideration, on account of _ 
the Beauties of the Mind as well as | 


2 the Body, which the-generality of our - | 
r. Fritiſh Ladies, who are eminently fam'd 


4 for the practice of all Chriſtian Vertues , 
and much leſs that he ſhould be brought 


va into Judgment, for committing an AQi-- 
in oa, Which no Mans Soul has a greater 
„ Abhorrence of than his. But ſince Gd 
> 


has been pleaſed to call him to a cloſer 
„ | putſuit- of bis Duties, he is obliged to 
diſcharge, as a Chriſtian, and one that has 
1. been brought up by his Parents in all 
Godly. Fear, by this unexpected Viſita / 


1 tion, and his Relations, amongſt whom - - 
one is a ſhining Ornament of the Church 1 


. by Law Eſtabliſh'd, may partake of the 
Scandal of his Sentence, and in ſome 
4 manner ſhare in the Reproaches that 
attend it: He has disburthen'd himſelf 
|| of every thing that his Memory was | 
charg'd with, concerning his pretended | 
Crime, and abſolv'd his Conſcience after * 
this manner, in hopes that all and every -4Y 
one of them, who may receive any In- | 
1 jury: from the Cognizance of it in the 

6 Kingdom, where he has had * 
5 43 D . = 


4 8 FF © 


en 


Tn 


. 4 — 2 
} —_ * 1 


— — — 


3 Bn 
1.” - 
_ 
* 8 


— nn 5 
1 
* 4 — 
BE; 
* = 


| 


0 


— A W 


Z 
OY : : 1 


. 


6260 : 
and: Advantage of being Born and Edu- 


_ cated; will entertain a' favourable Opi- 


nion of their Kinſman, who has only 
run the riſque of being thought Guilty, 
by avoiding to be really * 


As to others, who have any Perſonal 


Knowledge or Acquaintance with him, 


and was not preſent at his Tryal to 


take a View of the Proſecutor, He de- 


_ clares in the preſence of God and Man, 


and in expectance of a juſt Reward in 
the World to come, if he ſpeaks o- 
therwiſe than Truth, That he is, not 
Conſcious to himſelf of any one Falſe- 
hood that has been inſerted in this 
Caſe ; which is humbly ſobmitted to 
the Conſideration of his Friends and 
Enem ies, that the one may abide by 
their Sentiments in his Favour, and 


may have too raſhly entertain d again 


9 8 , 
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And as to thoſe that know the Wo: 
man, who now ſince ſne cannot have his 
Blood, nor any Satisfaction in Lieu of: 
the pretended- Robbery committed a- 
Bs gainſt _ 


the other remove the. Prejudices — | 


5 * 


e 
gainſt her Modeſty, threatens him with 
an Action at Law for Damages, which 
he ſhall readily- ſubmit to in any of 
the Courts of Weſtminfter Hall, when 
he ſhall be releas'd from the Place of 
his preſent Confinement. He Appeals 
to them, after all that they have been 
pleas'd to urge in Vindication of her, 
whether it is poſſible that he could be 
ſo far at his laſt Prayers for the poſſeſ- 
ſion of a Miſtreſs, as to incur the 
hazards of a Tryal for Life, for hers, 
which he doubts not, when within Smell, 
will be as ungrateful to them as it has 
been to him? 


” „ - te. ties 


Finally, He leaves his Requeſt with. 
this flagrant Profeſſor of the vileſt Im- 
picties herſelf, that ſhe would at laſt 


do that Juſtice to God and the World, 


whom The has ſo ſfcandaloufly abus d 
by Acts of -Concupiſcence, back d with. 
the Sin of Perjury, to take Shame 
to herſelf, and before it be too late, 
make ſome amends for the irreparable 
Injury ſhe has done him, in blaſting a 

Reputation, that ſhall ever by him be 
held of equal value with his Life, in an 
ample Confeſſion of it. 5 
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Honour oblig'd to acquaint 
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O and 
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Sk © Thers, and declared, That he has 
* HEE 5 Fluxed Mrs. May twice; and one 
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- before Mr. Smith aud Mr Jefferies 

in the O0 Bailey, That they 
found him Guilty, becauſe they 
were ſute his Majeſty would Par- 
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